Bird droppings contain endotoxin and (1-->3)-beta-D-glucan.
Samples of bird droppings were collected and the amount of endotoxin and (1-->3)-beta-D-glucan in these was determined using a specific Limulus assay. All samples contained these agents and calculations on airborne levels demonstrated that doses at risk for inflammation and allergic alveolitis were present. Endotoxin and (1-->3)-beta-D-glucan should be considered in investigations on lung disease induced by bird droppings.